​​​​National Convention FAQ’s
What is the National Convention?

National Convention is held each year in October in Indianapolis, Indiana and houses 67,000 eager and excited FFA members from across the United States. Your student will have the opportunity to attend professional meetings, leadership workshops, explore career and college opportunities, and visit a wide variety of businesses in the agricultural industry.  Check out the following website for more information:  www.ffa.org

How can students attend the national convention?

Any student enrolled in an agricultural education course at Corvallis High School is eligible to attend the National FFA Convention.  Applications will be passed out during class to interested members.    

What do the students do once they get to convention?

While at convention students will attend convention sessions where they will listen to motivational speakers and watch award presentations.  In addition to sessions, there is a career show students can attend and talk to representatives of different agricultural companies and colleges.  Outside of convention, we usually do some local sightseeing and agricultural tours.
Where will the chapter be staying?

In the past the FFA chapter has stayed in downtown Indianapolis in the Montana FFA housing block.  Housing arrangements won’t be made until May and/or June.
How and when is a down payment due?

A down payment of $250 is due prior to booking any travel. Additionally, each member traveling must have $750 in their student account prior to any travel arrangements being made.
Who do I make checks payable to?

Checks should be made payable to Corvallis FFA.

What is the purpose of a down payment?

We need to have a firm commitment from all students.  Once a down payment has been made, the chapter will have enough financial resources to pay for the hotel room deposits and also book/reserve travel arrangements.
When is the final payment due?

Final payment is due on August 1st, this includes the full cost of the trip.  Final payment can be reconciled with fundraising efforts made by the student.
What if my student decides not to attend the convention between when we submitted the down payment and when the final payment was due? (i.e. sickness, family emergency, etc)

Unfortunately, we cannot refund your down payment or final payment.  Most of the tickets for this trip must be bought before the trip and are nonrefundable.  If your students cannot attend, you are still responsible for the entire balance.  The only exception is if we can find another student to take his/her place.  This is only possible if we know early when plane ticket name changes can be made.  If you do not pay the entire balance of the bill, you will be billed!   

	National FFA Convention Summary of Expenses (2016)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name of Transaction
	Description
	Amount Spent
	
	Per Person Expenses
	

	Courtyard Marriot Downtown Indianapolis Rooms – Deposit
	6 rooms x $50
	$300.00
	PD
	$18.75
	

	Rental Cars – Suburbans
	3 x $658
	$1,974.00
	Credit Card on Trip
	$123.38
	

	Train Tickets
	12 x $136
	$2,176.00
	
	
	

	Plane Tickets
	12 x $151.60
	$2,425.60
	
	
	

	Fair Oaks Farms
	12 x 10
	$120.00
	
	
	

	Convention Registration
	12 x 50
	$600.00
	
	
	

	Chicago Hotel (Travel Lodge Downtown)
	4 x 158.79
	$635.16
	
	$52.93
	

	Indianapolis Motor Speedway Museum
	12 x $15
	$180.00
	
	
	

	Indianapolis Hotel Costs
	4 rooms x $814.32
	$3,257.28
	
	$271.44
	

	Hotel Rooms in Kalispell
	6 Rooms x 1 night
	$343.50
	
	$21.47
	

	Meal Break Down
	
	
	
	
	

	Dinners
	$15 x 5 nights
	$900.00
	
	$75.00
	

	Lunches
	 $10 x  7 meals
	$840.00
	
	$70.00
	

	Food for Coolers
	
	$500.00
	
	
	

	Fuel for Cars
	
	$150.00
	
	
	

	Total costs currenty committed
	$14,401.54
	Per Student Expenses
	$1,200.13
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Flights Cost as of May 1st
	$450 - $550
	Hotel Room Block
	$215
	


Application to Attend The National FFA Convention

When: October 23 - October 27


Where: Indianapolis, IN

Cost: $1,200
Name:  Insert Name Here  Grade:         Cumulative GPA:      
Parent/Guardian: Insert Name Here  
Please respond to the following questions.  (Attach additional pages as necessary.)

1. Why do you wish to attend the National FFA Convention? (30 pts.)

     
2. List your involvement in FFA activities.  (20 pts.)

3. What FFA goals have you set for yourself in the future? (20 pts.)

4. If you are selected to attend the National FFA Convention, what will you bring back or how will your experience benefit the Corvallis FFA Chapter? (30 pts.)

5. It is a privilege to attend The National FFA Convention!  If selected do you promise to follow all school rules, the FFA Code of Ethics, and represent yourself, your chapter, your family and your school in the best possible manner? ________ Will you attend all required activities, maintain a positive attitude and promptly do all that is asked of you by the advisor and chaperones? ________
Signature of Applicant




 
Date:




Signature of Parent






Date:




By signing the above you indicate you are willing to attend that National Convention and will do so with a cooperative attitude, and willingness to get the most out of the trip.  You also indicate you can pay the required costs associated with this trip.
References

Note to Applicant:  References can be anyone you know who are not related to you and are above the age of 18 who would speak highly of your work ethic, character, and attitude.  Your references may be contacted by the Corvallis FFA National Convention Selection Committee.
Note to References:  By signing below, you are indicating that you believe this FFA member has a hard work ethic, is of strong character, and has a positive attitude.  Please provide your phone number and email address (if possible) so that the National Convention selection committee can contact you with possible questions.
Reference #1

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

_________________         _________________
   ____________________      _______________________

Printed Name

      Position


   Phone Number
            Email Address (If possible)

I recommend this FFA member as an applicant for the FFA National Convention trip.  

_______________________________

Signature

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Reference #2
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

_________________         _________________
   ____________________      _______________________

Printed Name

      Position


   Phone Number
            Email Address (If possible)

I recommend this FFA member as an applicant for the FFA National Convention trip.  

_______________________________

Signature

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
***Special Notes to Applicants and Parents***  The National FFA Convention is an optional trip FFA members can attend as part of the Corvallis FFA Chapter; members are not required to attend.  If you have questions about what the event, please visit the National FFA website at:  www.ffa.org  For additional questions, you may call the Agriscience teacher at Corvallis High School:

Brandon Braaten
(406) 350-1589
